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While this expert might be called upon to render an opinion on the ultimate
issue of what placement is in the best interest of the child, the expert would
have to concede that no consensus exists within the psychological profes-
sion as to whether a person in this role should render such an opinion, or
instead only address what is in the child’s psychological best interests.®

3. How do guardian ad litem-experts function?

In the dissolution context, the court has a tendency to appoint just-one
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render such an opinion in the role of a guardian ad litem simply because of -
- their experience representing dissolution clients. This logic is akin to assum-
ing that an attorney who has handled a number of soft tissue injury suits
would be qualifiable as an expert on soft tissue injuries. Most courts and
voluntary programs require some type of training in order to qualify for
appointment as a guardian ad litem, but such training could be as little as
seven hours." Even if the training is for up to forty hours, some amount
of this time is spent dealing with administrative matters such as how to
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- function. Very little time is spent on child development, family dynamics
~  during stress, and the other substantive knowledge that one would expect
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