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Pavarotti performs with bluesman B.B. King.
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work ethic of aman, a Modena, Italy,
homeboy who worked at his father’s
chosen vocation of schoolteacher,
then as an insurance salesman, day
jobs for a struggling tenor.

As a 19-year-old, Pavarotti was a
member of a local opera ensemble
that won an intemational vocal com-
petition. Then, a 25-year-old Pava-
rotti won the Achille Peri competi-
tion. The first prize was arole in a re-
al opera production, and on April 28,
1961, his life of operatic grandeur be-
gan, filled with high notes and pre-
cious few low ones like the afore-
mentioned Taj Mahal clunker.

“They are very rare, but there are
nights like that,” says Pavarotti of the
show that spawned a return engage-

lutely not,
caveat.
there were
to do, Pavarotti admits th:
there were “not many.”
“One is the opera that you men
tioned before that you never men-
tioned,” quips the 64-year-old sin
ke ap ous child Lig
o) o
might be capable of assuming his
mantle. Prompted for their names by
this reporter witha“Like ..." Pavarot-
ti replies, “Like [ don't tell yor.”

If bloodlines are any indication,
Pavarotti has a ways to go. His father
isstill singing at the age of 88. It could
even be argued that he has begun
laying the groundwork for an ex-
tended career outside the opera
house with his pop work. After all,
how much effort can it take for one
so gifted to hang out and do tunes
vith pop and rock singers? Pavarot-
ti's farne is such that he doesn't have
to go for high Cs anymore. This is a
man who could almost sing Mary
Had a Lirtle Lamb, and people would
pay for the experience.

Then again, who knows? He has
said he would like to sing until 2001,
completing a 40-year career in opera.

On the other hand. notions of a
Tenors so long to find their way Pavarotti retirement are also quelled
Chicago, Pavoritti says, “I am alwaj by his banker’s perspective on the
very ready 1o go to a placz. But U'gey hu cice.
not a workaholic like I was in tj “Itis like having extra money,” says
past. Now [ am always much relaxd Pavarotti. “You should put the mon-
now. [ sing the things that I like." i ey in the bank, and sing with the in.
One rumor h: that Pavarot@@ll terest, that J@percent, not the capi-
wants to make his {Xgell perfornf@ tal. I hay vays known this, be-
ances in 2001 with Vel a For: caust Pe always heard my father
del Destino, a role he has surgd] rali@@Fabout this.
onstage. Of this, Pavarotti c! rtainly, Pavarotti started out
“Bullshop,” neatly substituti! Pging with the capital, explaining
word suitable for a family public is role as "king of the high C.” But
tion. “No, [am not thinking of retire-  today, heis indeed cruising. Whether

ment. “It has happened to me in
years, about five or six times. An
have always gone back. Because [ 4
a professional singer, very proft
sional.”

Explaining why it has taken T}

?
?

this is a sailing off into the sunset or
rejuvenated twilight years as a singer,
only he knows. The public only
seems to know that it wants more of
aman who is highbrow legend cou-
pled with pop culture icon. Why?

S R
The tenor with “divas™ Mariah Carey (top) and Aretha Frankiin (above

).

“Itis because I am a chubby boy,”
says Pavarotti, referring to his equal-
lylegendary girth. “I'm a chubby;, nice
boy. I hope they will say that [ was a
very honest, professional singer, and
that [ loved very much people.”

Protecting father’s rights locally, nationally and internationally

e Helped reunite Elian Gonzalez with his father

e Award of Merit Recipient from the National Center
for Missing & Exploited Children

e Co-authored the lllinois Joint Custody Law
e Author of hardhitting book “Father’s Rights.”

for help call ATTORNEY JEFFERY M. LEVING
312-356-DADS ¢ www.dadsrights.com

Free Father’s Rights newsletter
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